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WV STRONG 
I was always taught that if you can count your blessings, you can share your blessings. It's my 
privilege to share some inspirational stories from those on the ground who are donating their time 
and energy to helping their fellow West Virginians. These are just a few of the countless acts of 
kindness happening in our state every single day. Share your stories or recommend someone to 
be recognized for being WV Strong by emailing WVSTRONG@manchin.senate.gov. 

At the Cook Memorial Baptist Church in Pineville, congregants have created a prayer fence where 
members of the community are invited to tie a ribbon on the fence with their particular prayer 
request. Throughout the week, members of the church and the community stop by to pray for all 
the requests, bringing peace and hope to this special community during this difficult time. There 
are countless acts of kindness like this happening across our state, reminding us to stop and to be 
grateful for what we have and to remain hopeful for the future. 

 

https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=SenManchin&crop=19412.106786932.15180926.14351732&report_id=&redirect=http%3a%2f%2fwww.manchin.senate.gov%2fcoronavirus&redir_log=046449055843296
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WORKING FOR YOU 
MANCHIN: THERE IS NO EXCUSE FOR STATE TO SIT ON MONEY ANY LONGER 

Washington, DC – U.S. Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV) released the following statement about the 
need for West Virginia Governor Jim Justice to begin distributing the $1.25 billion allocated to West 
Virginia through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act. 
 
“I disagree with the Governor, this is not political it is a matter of survival for all West Virginians. 
Simply put, the state of West Virginia has $1.25 billion in the bank that Congress allocated through 
the CARES Act. Governor Justice already has permission from President Trump’s Department of 
Treasury on how the state can use this money. The money can be used to pay for things that 
would help West Virginians right now like testing, personal protective equipment, sanitation efforts, 
homelessness, grants to small businesses, food delivery to seniors, expenses for our struggling 
rural hospitals or payroll expenses for employees responding to COVID-19 – just to name a 
few,” Senator Manchin said. “Beyond that, our municipalities and counties are facing tough 
decisions as they confront the very real possibility of cutting essential services West Virginians rely 
on, like trash pickup and emergency services, and laying off employees. Other rural states have 
received the same amount as West Virginia and have already taken steps to distribute the funds. 
There is no excuse for the state to sit on this money any longer. I urge Governor Justice to please 
distribute a share of this funding as soon as possible to West Virginians - they need help and they 
need it now. I will continue to work with both Republicans and Democrats to make sure the state 
has the resources and flexibility we need to respond to this crisis.” 

MANCHIN, ROMNEY, LEAHY, GARDNER, WYDEN BILL TO EXTEND PPP LOAN DEADLINE 
FROM 8 TO 16 WEEKS 

Washington, DC – U.S. Senators Joe Manchin (D-WV), Mitt Romney (R-UT), Patrick Leahy (D-
VT), Cory Gardner (R-CO), and Ron Wyden (D-OR) introduced the Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) Deadline Extension Adjustment for Loans (DEAL) Act. The PPP DEAL Act will extend the 
loan forgiveness period from 8 to 16 weeks and amend the rehire date from June 30th to 16 weeks 
after the PPP loan is awarded. Additional information on the PPP DEAL Act can be found here. 
 
“Small businesses across the country have borne the brunt of this medical crisis. While the PPP 
loans have been a useful resource for many small businesses, there is no way many of these 
small businesses can use this funding in 8 weeks and rehire everyone by June 30th. These 
arbitrary deadlines are causing stress for our mom and pop shops that aren’t able to get their 
businesses back in full swing due to the different state reopening dates across the country,” said 
Senator Manchin. “Businesses like the Fort Hill Child Development Center in Charleston, West 
Virginia have recently reopened their doors but may not be able to bring back all their employees 
by the June 30th deadline because the ongoing medical crisis has and will continue to keep many 
of their children at home. Extending the forgiveness period and the rehire date deadline will give 
West Virginia businesses a fighting chance to get their feet under them and bring back their 
employees in a reasonable timeframe. The PPP DEAL Act is commonsense, bipartisan legislation, 
and I look forward to continuing to work with my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to pass this 
legislation and help our businesses in need during this pandemic.” 

MANCHIN, CAPITO ANNOUNCE MORE THAN $1 MILLION IN FEMA COVID-19 RELIEF 

Washington, DC – U.S. Senators Joe Manchin (D-WV) and Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV), 
members of the Senate Appropriations Committee, today announced $1,074,068 from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Emergency Management Performance Grant Program 
– COVID-19 Supplemental (EMPG-S). This funding was made available through the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) that was signed into law on Friday, March 27, 
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and will assist West Virginians in their efforts to meet the challenges of this pandemic. 
 
“As our public health and emergency management professionals respond to the COVID-19 
pandemic, they need all of the help they can get. This support from FEMA will help our 
professionals prevent, prepare, and respond to the crisis that is affecting every West Virginian and 
American. I will continue fighting for West Virginia to receive the resources necessary to fight this 
pandemic and ensure that our public health officials are supported during this uncertain time,” said 
Senator Manchin.   

MANCHIN APPLAUDS FCC APPROVAL OF WIRT COUNTY HEALTH SERVICES 
TELEHEALTH PROGRAM APPLICATION 

Washington, DC – Today, U.S. Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV) applauded the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) approval of Wirt County Health Services Association/Coplin 
Health System’s application for $274,432 to provide telehealth services to West Virginians during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. As a member of the Financial Services & General Government (FSGG) 
Appropriations Subcommittee, which oversees the FCC’s budget, Senator Manchin helped support 
$200 million in funding for the telehealth pilot program through the CARES Act.   
 
“The COVID-19 pandemic has forced healthcare providers and patients to adjust to new 
appointment formats, including telephone-based appointments and video-based meetings with 
their healthcare providers. On April 17th, I wrote to the FCC to advocate for the Wirt County Health 
Services application for funding to provide West Virginians with telehealth services, and today the 
FCC approved their application,” said Senator Manchin. “This is great news for Wirt County and 
will help ensure our fellow West Virginians receive the care they need during this crisis. I will 
continue to advocate for health providers across West Virginia to receive the funding and support 
they need during this pandemic.” 

MANCHIN URGES TRANSPARENCY IN VA DISABILITY CLAIMS PROCESS DURING COVID-
19 PANDEMIC 

Washington, DC – U.S. Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV), member of the Senate Veterans Affairs 
Committee (SVAC), led the call for transparency and accountability as the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) suspends in-person compensation and pension (C&P) exams for Veterans 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
In a letter to VA Secretary Robert Wilkie today, Manchin and his committee colleagues pressed the 
Department to outline its plans for transitioning to virtual C&P exams during the ongoing crisis and 
issue updated guidelines to ensure Veterans seeking disability compensation are met with a fair 
and transparent process. 
 
The Senators said in part, “The Department must issue clear guidance to its Regional Offices 
(ROs), those who perform C&P examinations and potential beneficiaries so that veterans are not 
needlessly confused or harmed during this unprecedented time. For example, we were 
disappointed to learn that veterans, including those in high-risk health groups, were still required to 
go to C&P exams until early April, exposing themselves to unneeded risk and potentially putting 
their health in jeopardy. Veterans should not have been unnecessarily forced from their homes 
during this COVID-19 pandemic.” 
 
Emphasizing the importance of conducting virtual exams during the pandemic, the Senators 
pushed the Department to provide Congress with its plans to provide assistance to low-income or 
rural Veterans—with limited access to reliable broadband, internet, or smart phone capabilities—so 
that they may participate in their appointments remotely. They also requested that VA provide 
information on their appointment deferment and cancellation policies. 

MANCHIN, CAPITO ANNOUNCE MORE THAN $11 MILLION IN COMMUNITY RELIEF AMID 
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COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

Washington, DC – U.S. Senators Joe Manchin (D-WV) and Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV), 
members of the Senate Appropriations Committee, announced $11,193,235 from the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) 
program, which received additional funding in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
Act (CARES Act) that was signed into law on Friday, March 27. This funding will help address 
increased unemployment and economic disruption in West Virginia because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
“Communities across West Virginia and our nation are struggling with high unemployment and 
closing of businesses due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Investing in our communities across the 
Mountain State is essential to helping our unemployed neighbors and friends, and reopening our 
local and small businesses safely. We must continue to support one another during this crisis, and 
I will continue to fight for the resources we need to create more economic opportunity in West 
Virginia,” said Senator Manchin. 

MANCHIN, CAPITO ANNOUNCE MORE THAN $7.7. MILLION IN ENERGY ASSISTANCE FOR 
WEST VIRGINIA FAMILIES 

Washington, DC – U.S. Senators Joe Manchin (D-WV) and Shelley Moore Capito (R-
WV), members of the Senate Appropriations Committee, today announced $7,715,683 for the Low 
Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) though the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS). LIHEAP, which received additional funding in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) provides financial assistance to low-income Americans 
for whom energy costs represent a disproportionate share of their household budgets. The 
additional CARES Act funding is intended to ensure this financial support remains available for 
those whose incomes have been suddenly and negatively impacted by the national emergency 
created by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 
 
“Every West Virginian deserves a roof over their head and a warm place to sleep. While many 
utility companies have announced suspension of disconnections due to late payments during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, many of our friends and neighbors are still struggling to make ends 
meet,” said Senator Manchin. “This funding will help West Virginians pay for their utilities during 
these difficult times because no one should have to choose between paying their bills or feeding 
their family.”  

TOMORROW: USDA to Host Webinar for 
Producers Interested in Applying for 

Direct Payments through the Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) and Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) will host a webinar on Thursday, May 14, 2020, at 1 p.m. ET, for farmers, 
ranchers and other producers interested in applying for direct payments through the Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program (CFAP). 
 
This webinar is an opportunity for producers to learn about the general application process and 
required documentation prior to the official beginning of signup. Producers interested in 
participating may register in advance for webinar 
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at: https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_SPWI7yOFSqaGG1JKzhEbjA. 

Learn more here.  

TOMORROW: WV SMALL BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT CENTER HOSTING Q&A 
ON PAYCHECK PROTECTION PROGRAM 

AND LOAN FORGIVENESS 
On Thursday, May 14, the WV Small Business Development Center is hosting a discussion and 
Q&A on the Paycheck Protection Program and loan forgiveness. You can send questions in 
advance to AskMe@wv.gov.  Register here.  

WV 211 
U.S. Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV) is encouraging West Virginians to utilize the 2-1-1 program 
operated by United Way of West Virginia. 2-1-1 connects callers with health and human services 
resources through trained certified specialists. Anyone can call 2-1-1 to learn about specific 
programs, intake requirements, eligibility, operation hours and more. 
 
“United Way of West Virginia provides an important service to West Virginians by helping users 
navigate the vast number of resources available to aid with healthcare issues, food shortages, 
mental health questions and more. This program is more important now than ever as we battle the 
COVID-19 pandemic and I commend United Way for continuing to serve their fellow West 
Virginians through this time,” Senator Manchin said. 
 
“United Way’s new 2-1-1 will make information on a wide variety of local support services more 
accessible across our entire state,” said United Way of Central WV President, Margaret O’Neal. 
“Whether it’s information for locating a health clinic, finding child care programs, or getting housing 
assistance, 2-1-1 is an easy-to-remember, go-to resource for individuals and families.” 
 
To utilize these resources West Virginians can: 
 
Call 2-1-1 
Text your zip code to 898-211 
Visit http://www.wv211.org/contact 
Call toll-free 1-833-848-9905 
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RESOURCES 
Our office is working diligently to bring you the most up-to-date information as it becomes 
available. Click the links below for more information. All information regarding resources 
and more can be found on Senator Manchin's website.  

Unemployment & Direct Payments 

Veterans Assistance 

Basic Needs 
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Business Assistance 

Volunteer 

Feeling Ill? 

 Any new or updated information will be posted below. All information is 
updated daily on manchin.senate.gov/coronavirus.               

TESTING / COLLECTION LOCATIONS 
Where can I get a test? This is a question my office has received since the beginning of this 
pandemic. Please note that this is not a comprehensive list; there may be more testing sites out 
there that are added daily.  In order to provide as much reliable information as possible, I 
am including testing sites that are verified through an official communication or news release. 
 
I will keep this section of my newsletter and my website as up-to-date as possible.  For any 
organizations or health care organizations who would like their site listed, or who have updates on 
their hours or requirements, please email me at common_sense@manchin.senate.gov . 

It is recommended that you seek testing only when you begin exhibiting symptoms of COVID-
19. Click here to view the screening criteria. To report your symptoms and be directed to one of the 
available testing sites, contact your primary care doctor or a designated hotline for your 
area. Most, if not all, sites require a physician's order before testing. If you have gone through 
these steps and are still having issues getting a test, please email me 
at common_sense@manchin.senate.gov and a member of my staff will reach out to you to see if 
we can assist. 

Click here for WV DHHR's latest updates to reported COVID-19 cases 

 

Click here to find a testing site near you. 

Any new additions or updates will be included below.  

  

CONTACT US 
Email: common_sense@manchin.senate.gov   

Social Media: Facebook     Twitter     YouTube 

Or call the Charleston Office Toll-Free: (855) 275-5737 

Washington, D.C. 
306 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 
        Phone: (202) 224-3954        

 Fax: (202) 228-0002 

Charleston 
900 Pennsylvania Avenue,    

Suite 629 
Charleston, WV 25302 

       Phone: (304) 342-5855          
Fax: (304) 343-7144 

Fairmont 
230 Adams Street 

Fairmont, WV 26554 
       Phone: (304) 368-0567        

Fax: (304) 368-0198 

Martinsburg 
261 Aikens Center, Suite 305 

Martinsburg ,WV 25404 
        Phone: (304) 264-4626          

Fax: (304) 262-3039 
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